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"Though the national independence be blurred by the servility of individuals; though freedom and equality have been proclaimed only to leave room for a monstrous display of slave dealing and slave keeping; though the free American so often feels himself free, like the Roman, only to pamper his appetites and his indolence through the misery of his fellow beings, still it is not in vain, that the verbal statement has been made, "All men are born free and equal." There it stands, a golden certainty, wherewith to encourage the good, to shame the bad. The new world may be called clearly to perceive that it incurs the utmost penalty, if it rejects the sorrowful brother."

-Margaret Fuller
"The Great Lawsuit. Man versus Men. Woman versus  Women"
The Dial, IV, July 1843
http://www.worldlymind.org/fuller.htm


"Let me gather from the Earth,
one full grown fragrant flower,
Let it bloom within my bosom
through its one blooming hour.
Let it die within my bosom
and to its parting breadth
Mine shall answer, having lived,
I shrink not now from death.
It is this [petty] … halfness that turns
my heart to stone,
'Tis the cup seen, not tasted,
that makes the infant moan.
Let me for once press firm my lips
upon the movement's brow,
Let me for once distinctly feel
I am happy now.
And bliss shall seal a blessing
upon the moments brow."
-Margaret Fuller 1844

http://www.worldlymind.org/fuller.htm




Margaret Fuller you are considered to be one of the three most important Transcendentalists along with Emerson and Thoreau. American Transcendentalism was a major revolution in literature, philosophy and art that occurred during the 1830’s and 40’s. It was a revolt mainly of Unitarian ministers against Unitarian rationalism. The transcendentalists operated with the sense that a new era was at hand. They were critics of their contemporary society for its unthinking conformity, and urged that each individual find "an original relation to the universe". Emerson and Thoreau sought this relation in solitude amidst nature, and in their writing. You sought it as literary critic, editor, journalist, teacher, and political activist, and ultimately, a revolutionary.
…
From: http://www.geo.sunysb.edu/UU-history/Margaret-Fuller.htm


	
My purpose in this exploration is to make Sarah Margaret Fuller of the Transcendentalist real for you. If by chance, you come to see her as the forgotten one of the Transcendentalist movement, then perhaps you will eventually come to know her brilliant philosophy, writings, and nature. Scholars suggest she was forgotten for two reasons. One, she was a woman, and two, what might have been her greatest works drowned with her off Fire Island, July 19, 1850. These would have been her history of the Roman Empire, her completed work on Goethe, and a history of the Italian fight for freedom from foreign rule. 


Margaret Fuller was the first child of Timothy Fuller and Margaret Crane Fuller. She was born in Cambridge on May 23, 1810. Her father, naturally, had wanted a boy, but alas, he only got a girl! He decided that he would treat her as if she were a boy, and demand from her what he would have demanded from a son. He was her tutor until she was nine. When he was home, he would come home from work and keep Margaret up reading and studying, long past the proper bedtime for a little girl. Later in life, Margaret would say that her insomnia, nightmares, and headaches were caused, at an early age, by her father. How could she help being over-wrought, between the late hours and her studies of those horrible Greek and Roman tragedies! 


Soon after Margaret was born, her father was elected to Congress. In one letter he wrote, “Tell Margaret if she learns to read, I will love her.” Thus she learned to read at three years old. Her father directed her studies from Washington by mail. 

For many of us here, we may be surprised that she was reading so young, but upper-class, Bostonian boys began their education at an early age. They were expected to be reading and writing by five, and studying the Classics as soon as they could read. 

By the time she was five, Margaret was translating simple passages from Virgil. 

They were expected to learn at least one, if not more, foreign languages, along with their study of Latin and Greek. Timothy expected his daughter to learn and study just as the boys of his neighbors and friends. 

And she did, on her own and tutored by her father. She was not allowed to attend the Boston Latin School; only little boys could go there. These privileged little boys began their studies at Harvard around sixteen. Margaret was denied Harvard as well. 

Finally, when Margaret was nine, her father decided she needed “proper schooling” for a young lady, and sent her to the Port School in Cambridgeport for two years. Then to Boston Lyceum for Young Ladies for two years. Then the School for Young Ladies in Groton, for two years. At sixteen she was finished with formal schooling. 

She learned from her experiences at school two hard lessons. One, she was socially inept. Two, her education would always be inferior to her male peers. 

When she returned home, she was determined to continue her studies, and implemented a vigorous routine of study and exercise. She taught herself several modern languages, including German and Italian and continued studying the Classics and world literature. 


One biographer [Slater] quoted from Margaret’s journal, “I have felt that I was not born to the common womanly lot.” Friends tried to help her with her “feminine etiquette,” until she was grown. 

Margaret developed her conversation skills as she grew into adulthood and became well known for her enlightened and amusing conversations. Later, in her thirties, when she needed money, she created her Conversations for Women. She invited all the women from Boston to gather for discussions on matters of literature, politics, and the many other subjects they were not expected to be able to discuss. 
 
When she was twenty-five, 1835, her father died from cholera. There was no will; subsequently two uncles gained control of her father’s estate of $18,000. For whatever their reasons, they were miserly, stingy, and situated their brother’s family in an impoverished state. Margaret as the oldest felt particularly responsible for her family, and knew that she had to work to supplement their inheritance income. 

Two thoughts on this reality: first, I looked up what $18,000 in 1835 would be in today’s dollars, and the tables only went back to 1935. A hundred years after Timothy Fuller’s death, it would have been almost half a million dollars. His estate must have been worth much more than that in 1825, probably closer to a quarter-million dollars. Her uncle’s actions were egregious. And the worst part, is that this is the kind of situation which Margaret lectured and wrote about all her life—the inequality of women in her times. She is recognized as the first public figure in the United States to speak out and write about women’s equality. Her book Women in the Nineteenth Century sold out of its first printing of 10,000 copies within a few weeks of publication. 

How did she get involved with the Transcendentalist movement of Henry David Thoreau, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Theodore Parker, George Freeman Clark, and the other Unitarian ministers who began the discussion group that became the movement? 

Margaret was of the same social strata as these men; they knew each other, if not by family socials, then by activities of a larger social and political scope. 

I must say, though, Theodore Parker was also an outsider. He having grown up a farmer’s son and who studied independently for the Harvard exams. He was truly an outsider, and at one time, was ostracized by all the Unitarian ministers in Boston who would not exchange pulpits with him not speak to him on the street. There is more, but it will have to wait until my sermon on Theodore Parker.

The ministers of the movement all may have gone to Harvard and had a “better education” than she, but she was a determined young woman. She began writing a biography of Goethe, and when her father died, she cancelled a planned European tour that would have ended with research in Germany on Goethe. 

She had taught at Greene Street School in Providence, Rhode Island, and was paid a $1,000 a year, which was a high salary for women. However, when the citizens found out how much the school board was paying her, they demanded her dismissal. The school board compromised by hiring a principal at her salary and cutting Margaret’s salary back, even though she continued to do all the work. It did not take her very long to resign. 

By the time she was thirty, she was known as the most-read person in New England. One would think that Waldo, as he liked to be called, would think of Margaret first when he conceived of The Dial, as the journal of the Transcendentalist movement. However, he only asked Margaret to be the editor after three men had turned him down. 

Of course, we women know we have to work twice as hard for half the credit as men. So WE know she did a better job than any of those three men could have! 

She edited the journal for the first two years of its existence. Writing many of the articles. 

The Transcendentalist movement began with Unitarian ministers. They were, quite literally, nonconforming Unitarians. They were dissenting against the strong rational thought of, not only the Unitarians, but also those who embraced the Bible literally. Influenced by the German intellectuals, they dared speak of the possibilities that one could find the Divine in Nature or within one’s own being. 

Transcendentalists believed one could reason or discern the Divine in ways other than the Bible. 

She often accused Waldo and Thoreau of thinking too much. Their philosophy, she would say, is no good unless they put words into action. 

Margaret wrote in “Good Sense,”

“All around us lies what we neither understand nor use. Our capacities, our instincts for this our present sphere are but half developed. Let us confine ourselves to that till the leasson be learned; let us be completely natural; before we trouble ourselves with the supernatural. I never see any of these things but I long to get away and lie under a green tree and let the wind blow on me. There is marvel and charm enough in that for me.”

 
She left the Dial in 1843 to become the first woman journalist in America. Horace Greely, the best newspaper editor of the century, talked her into moving to New York to work for him at the New York Tribune. It was the most influential newspaper from the 1840s through the 1870s. She was, quite literally, one of the finest minds working for one of the finest newspapers in the United States. 

She had her own column and the freedom to write whatever she desired, even to work at her own pace and wherever she chose. If she had had a computer, we might say she was telecommuting. 

Not only did she review other’s literary works, but she also advocated reform in all realms of society. No institution or cultural custom, social, political, or judicial institution, not slavery, nor the treatment of Native Americans, not homelessness, nor poverty was omitted from her columns. She researched them all, often first hand and wrote about it. Women’s equality was prominent, and she wrote that once women received equal status in our society, “the vote would follow.” 

After spending the night in Sing Sing prison, and interviewing the women prisoners, she developed a more humane system for the women inmates. 

In 1846, she had an opportunity to tour Europe, and Horace Greely agreed to pay her for the articles she sent to him. She was the first foreign correspondent in America. 

Two things I can’t leave out, in this exploration. 

First, Margaret had her distractors. She was after all human, and she was a woman. Scholars agree that much of the criticism was grounded in the bias against her sex. English write and critic Matthew Arnold scoffed at Margaret’s Conversations for women, saying, “My God, what rod did she and the other female dogs of Boston talk about Greek mythology.” [Biographer Dixon] And women who were once supportive of Margaret became critical of her after she published Women of the Nineteenth Century. As we know, there have always been women who preferred subjugation rather than equality. What did she say?  

From Women in the Nineteenth Century:

“What woman needs is not as a woman to act or rule, but as a nature to grow, as an intellect to discern, as a soul to live freely and unimpeded.” 

“We would have every arbitrary barrier thrown down.” 

“…let them be sea captains…”



Second, as Margaret grew into adulthood she became very self-aware. She knew and even wrote about how she believed she was different than most women. She came to believe that she was too independent to ever attract a man, and she knew she would have to support herself, probably her whole life. She made up her mind to become “a woman of letters.” There was no official degree she could claim, having been denied all opportunities to be a professional person—a lawyer (JD), a doctor (MD), or a minister (DT). She herself determined that moniker “woman of letters,” and became the consummate writer she was. 

The last four years of her life she spent in Europe, interviewing and writing articles of importance and interest to America. She ended her trip in Italy where she became acquainted with and supportive of the Italian revolutionary leader Guiseppe Mazzini. In these four years she finisher her work on Goethe, wrote her history of the Roman Empire, the history of the Italian Revolution, met and fell in love with a Marquis Giovanni Angelo Ossoli of the Italian aristocracy who was fighting for freedom, had his baby at thirty-eight, married him, and worked in a field hospital. 

Since her husband had been disinherited for supporting the revolution, after the Italian defeat they had little income, only Margaret’s from her writing. Finally, with grave doubts, they would ever be accepted by her Boston society, they took passage to America. She had strong misgivings about the trip and that spring she wrote of her fears and the possibilities of her demise. 


It was in sight of the shore, on July 19, 1850, with Fire Island, New York, in sight, during a hurricane, the ship wrecked. Margaret, Ossoli, and their two-year old baby drowned. Only the baby’s body was ever found. All her work was lost. 

Thoreau wrote in a letter to Waldo:

“The ship struck at ten minutes after four a.m. … At flood-tide, about half past three o’clock, … the ship broke up entirely, they came out of the forecast, and Margaret sat with her back to the foremast, with her hands on her knees. Her husband and child already drowned. A great wave came and washer her aft. The steward had just before taken her child and started for shore. Both were drowned. 

Susan be Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, in History of Woman Suffrage wrote of Fuller;

“She possessed more influence on the thought of American women than any woman previous to her time.”
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