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Unitarian Universalism is open to the wisdom of all the world’s religions… spiritual but non-dogmatic…welcoming, 

inclusive… embracing the whole human family… the most liberal faith in town.   We welcome visitors. 
 

June 7, 2009        Rev. Paul Beedle 
Flower Communion  
Our annual celebration of the beau-
ty of diversity. Bring a cut flower to 
exchange. 
 
June 14, 2009      Rev. Paul Beedle 
The Skillful Spirit:  
Unconditional Love and Support 
How do we love unconditionally? 
What is the spiritual work that 
makes it possible?      
 
June 21, 2009    Patti Withers, CRE 
Our Theological House 
The language of Systematic Theol-
ogy can be used to describe the 
theological bases of Unitarianism 
and Universalism and explain how 
they manage to fit together into one 
religious denomination. We’ll con-
sider how those roots affect us 
today. 
A Father’s Day luncheon follows 
the service. 
 
June 28, 2009                   Don Levit 
The Desire to Make a Difference: 
What Difference Does It Make? 
It is natural to want to make a 
difference in the lives of others. 
Sometimes, our desires are ful-
filled; sometimes, we fall short. It 
is in the falling short, when our 
expectations are dashed, that we 
try to speed up the process. Let’s 
explore how we can remain whole 
while honoring the various parts of 
our lives. 
 

P o  n  d  e  r  i  n  g  s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

----Coming Services ---- 
            Sundays at 11:15 AM 

 

      

 

----------------- Adult Discussion ----------------- 
                         Sundays at 10:00 AM, off the Sanctuary 

June 7, 2009                                                                  Gerri Allen 
Consensus Trance  
What if we're all in a sort of trance, believing outrageous things 
and ignoring reality? As in "the emperor's new clothes," groups 
are sometimes led to a consensus, then ‘train’ or coerce each 
other to see the world in that way and only in that way (hence 
trance). How can we wake up to reality and be mindful to what is 
really happening? "It is a fundamental mistake of man's to think 
that he is alive, when he has merely fallen asleep in life's waiting 
room," says Idries Shah (Seeker After Truth, 1982). 
 
June 14, 2009                                       Steve Nolin and Noel Zinn 
Marijuana and the Drug War  
Steve Nolin is a director and past president of the Houston chap-
ter of NORML (National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana 
Laws) and a past technical engineer for the award-winning KPFT 
program Cultural Baggage.  He currently produces a TV show on 
Houston Mediasource called Drugs, Crime and Politics, which is 
sponsored by the Drug Policy Forum of Texas.   
 
June 21, 2009                       Garna Christian and Tony Veneruso  
Father’s Day 
Share your stories and reminiscences: the loving, the funny, the 
good, the bad, and yes, the ugly stories too. Did you discover 
your father was a "person", and if so when? Gentlemen, did you 
ever glance in a mirror and see…your father? (We had a similar 
discussion on Mother’s Day; its only fair that we ask the same 
questions about fathers.) 
 
June 28, 2009                                                                 Noel Zinn 
H. D. Thoreau – A Wild and Crazy Guy? 
 A recent NY Times book review called our namesake and 
erstwhile environmental hermit, Henry David Thoreau, a “wild 
and crazy guy.” Could that be true? We’ll judge for ourselves this 
morning as we read and discuss selected excerpts from Thor-
eau’s writings on topics from civil disobedience to meditation to 
Transcendentalism.  See http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/19/ 
books/review/Gessner-t.html?r=1. 
 



Reflections 

Rev. Paul Beedle 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

As I write this, the terms of my new 
contract are still under negotiation, 
but we are very close to having a 
proposed contract for the Board to 
consider. Your Board has put much 
careful thought into what the congre-
gation’s priorities and needs are for 
the coming year. The basis of all our 
planning and negotiating is the dis-
cernment you did together in April, 
that next year Thoreau will focus on 
reaching out to let our neighbors 
know there is a liberal religious home 
for them in Fort Bend County, and 
when they come to visit we will be 
what we say we are so that they can 
experience what it means to exem-
plify our faith. Lifespan faith develop-
ment programs will be the main 
vehicle for this mission.  
 

I want to repeat what I wrote in this 
space last month: this is excellent 
discernment, foremost because it 
gets to the heart of why churches 
exist at all. A church is an institution 
that is meant to produce people who 
exemplify the faith. This mission for 
the coming year is a resounding af-
firmation of the founding mission of 
Thoreau and of the worthiness of this 
faith. 
 

In only a few months, you will be 
undertaking this mission with only 
one regular staff member – your 
Director of Faith Development, Patti 
Withers. That’s the right staff person 
to retain for this mission, and in Patti 
you have a DFD of great wisdom and 
experience. Following her guidance, 
you will do well. 
 

Meanwhile, we have a few months to 
prepare for the transition to mostly 
lay leadership. The leadership retreat 
on June 19-20 will focus on how to 
sustain the quality of the Sunday 
Experience at Thoreau in the coming 
year. That’s the right focus for next 
year’s mission. The retreat will get us 
off to a good start in preparing lay 
leadership for new responsibilities. 
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Information about the main 2009 
GA issues can be found at: 
• www.uua.org/aboutus/governa

nce/ elections, 
• www.uua.org/documents/gaoffi

ce/agenda/bylaw_amendments
.pdf, 

• www25.uua.org/coa/, and 
• www.uua.org/documents/gaoffi

ce/agenda/statement_conscien
ce.pdf. 

 

There will be enough time to be 
prepared. Be not afraid. All will be 
well. Engage with the work. Be 
present. And take time to rest and 
play this summer. 
 

As in any transition, while new 
plans are made, old plans carry on 
and commitments are honored. 
Our delegates and I will attend the 
Unitarian Universalist Association’s 
General Assembly in Salt Lake 
City (June 24-28). I will take my 
vacation as planned, from the end 
of General Assembly through July 
14. I will be back in Thoreau’s pul-
pit on July 19, and will be a guest 
in the pulpit at Bay Area UU the 
following week, as sabbatical cov-
erage for their minister, Rev. Matt 
Tittle.  
 

You might have seen the World 
War II era “We Can Do It” image 
on display in the community room. 
Believe it. Thoreau is called to a 
much-needed ministry in Fort Bend 
County. This financial crisis is an 
opportunity to go deeper in that 
ministry, to own it more fully as a 
congregation – and as people with 
personal ministries in the world – 
than ever before. Keep asking, 
“what does the world need from 
Thoreau?” And know that whatever 
it is, you can do it. 
 
 

GA Forum June 7 
Joe Sullivan 
A forum will be held on Sunday, 
June 7, following the worship ser-
vice to discuss the main business 
on the agenda for the 2009 UUA 
General Assembly (GA):   
 

1) the election for UUA President, 
2) the proposed revision to the 

Principles & Purposes -- Article 
II of our UUA By-laws, and  

 3) the draft Statement of Consci-
ence on Peacemaking.   

 

Make an effort to be informed on 
the issues, and then come to share 
views and help guide our 
delegates in representing Thoreau 
at GA.  Joe Sullivan and Michael 
Crouch will lead the forum.  We 
anticipate that the forum will last 
60-90 minutes.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ponderings 
is published monthly by the 

Henry David Thoreau Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation 

 

3945-D Greenbriar 
Stafford, Texas 77477-3920 

281-277-8882 
www.tuuc.org 

 

Minister 
Rev. Paul Beedle 
minister@tuuc.org 

Office Hours:  Tu, W, F  1-4 
or by appointment 

 
Director of Faith Development 

Patti Withers 
dfd@tuuc.org 

Office Hours: Wed 2-8 
 

Administrator 
Norma Gonzales 

administrator@tuuc.org 
Voicemail checked daily  

Email checked daily 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Penny Sullivan 

pbsul@sbcglobal.net 
Deadline: see calendar page 

   

Sunday Morning Schedule 

 

 10:00-1:00     Nursery Care 
 10:00-11:00   Adult Discussion 
 11:15-12:15   Worship Service 
 11:35-12:15   FD for Children 

 

“…transitions…” 

TUUC NAME TAGS! 

Wear them proudly 

and often. 
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Service Auction  
a Resounding Success 
Valerie Tolman and Betty Johnson 
Whether you're judging by entertainment value or dollars raised, we had 
a very successful Services and Things Auction in May!  We raised over 
$9447, and with Jimmy Finger's amazing illusionist act, we had the best 
entertainment ever offered at a service auction.  All the funds raised go 
directly to our operating budget. 
 

Special thanks go to everyone who worked hard to get the auction off 
the ground :Betty Johnson, Michael Crouch, Garth Orgzwalla, Alicia 
Zubay, Jimmy Fingers, The Yellow Dog Howlers, Allison Tolman, Cas-
sey Crouch, Elizabeth Asnes, Barbara Elmore, Davis Tolman, and all 
the many, many people who just pitched in and helped clean up after-
wards. We also want to thank all the people who offered services and 
items in the auction.  Without those, there would be no fund raiser! 
 

There are some events offered at the auction that have space for more 
people. If you didn't get a chance to sign up for them, you can still get in 
on the action. Just contact the host to add your name to the list, and put 
a check with the contribution your host suggests in the mail to Thoreau. 

  
Activity Date Host 

Life Review Group May 30 Gerri Allen 
Wine Tasting Party to be set Val & Davis Tolman 
Tennis in the Park July 11 Alicia Zubay 
Back to School Bunco Sept 12 Betty Johnson 
Holiday Tea Dec 26 Betty Johnson 
Mexican Dominoes to be set Michael & Cassey Crouch 
Columbian Dinner to be set Marta & Manuel Quintana 
Tarrot Reading Party to be set Nora Thomas 
Pedal to the Past to be set Lee Benner 
Earring Workshop to be set Mary Mijal 

 
 

Let’s Go Camping 
Cassey Crouch  
For more than 30 years, each spring and fall, Bay Area UU has had a 
church campout at a state park. Thoreau has been invited for the 
September 27 weekend campout.  
 

An organizer reserves the sites (one site usually serves 1-3 families). 
Each site has a water spigot, electrical outlet, fire pit and picnic table.  
Last time, site fees worked out to $8/adult for the weekend, plus a small 
entrance fee. Most people camp in tents; some bring RVs. People bring 
their own food for the weekend and cook on their propane stoves. There 
is a joint potluck supper on Saturday night.  Bathrooms situated near 
the campsites have flush toilets and hot showers.  
 

People bring firewood or purchase it from the park store. The state 
parks say 'no open display of alcohol,' meaning wine in cups is OK, but 
bottles stay in bags. There are no planned, organized activities, but 
people bike, hike, fish, boat, swim, hang out, drink lots of coffee, and 
talk.  
 

Let’s get our Thoreau campers organized and get to know some of 
our fellow UUs. Contact Cassey Crouch at casseyster@gmail.com 
if you are interested. 

 

Who Are We?   
Cassey Crouch, Membership Chair 
Let's live up to our stated purpose of be-
ing a welcoming congregation, by being 
"present" on Sunday mornings.  It doesn't 
take grand gestures to live our faith on a 
Sunday morning, or any day in any set-
ting. It can be done by the everyday 
gestures that make a person feel wel -
come, safe, and heard, feel that they 
have a safe haven in which to express 
their spirituality in a way that is meaning-
ful to them.  A smile, nod, hand-shake, 
word of hello, question about the family, 
a question about the other person's life, 
or sharing something of ourselves and 
our interests are all ways to share who 
we are.  Some of us find these interact-
ions comfortable, but for those who don't, 
the exchange is even more valued. 
 

The next step in learning "who we are" is 
by working side-by-side during any one 
of our many volunteer opportunities. We 
are very proud of being a denomination 
with a reputation for action. Please don't 
stand on the outside looking in, as many 
who come to UUism feel they have done 
most of their lives. All it takes to be in-
cluded in our congregation is to step 
forward and say that you would like to 
help.  We want to be inclusive, and we 
may ask if you would help in a particular 
function.  But, we can't know what your 
skill sets are unless you let us know, so 
don't be shy. When you see a need, offer 
to share skills or to learn the needed 
skills. Since our budget no longer sup-
ports full-time ministry, we need to be 
proactive on every front.   
 

Like Rosie the Riveter in the poster 
(thanks, Ron and Patty), "We Can Do It", 
but only if we know who we are as a 
group, and as individuals within the 
group. Share who you are at every op-
portunity in word and action, and we will 
move forward with purpose and strength. 
Like Rosie during WWII, once our energy 
and talents are out of the box, there will 
be no containing us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Regular Meetings 
Visitors to meetings are always wel-
come. Contact persons listed will be 
happy to answer any questions. 
 

The Board Meeting is held at 7:00 on 
the third Wednesday, June 17.  All 
are welcome.  Alicia Zubay  almaq 
54@yahoo.com 

The Book Discussion Group meets 
on dates decided by the group, at 
7:30 at the homes of members.  J. 
Gandee  john@mrfortbend.com 

The CRS (Can’t Remember ‘Stuff’) 
Group meets on the third Friday, 
June 19, at 6:30.  Janice Milo    
janicemilo @msn.com 

The Choir practices on Sundays and 
other dates by announcement.    
Suzannemarion@comcast.net   

The Committee on Ministry meets 
monthly on varying dates.   

The Ethnic Dining group will meet on 
Saturday June 20 at 6:30 at Aga’s.  
Mike McInerney  mkmci@swbell.net 

The Faith Development Committee 
meets on the second Wednesday, 
June 10, at 7:00. Donna Dauria-
Burleigh  ddonnadb@comcast.net   

The Finance Committee meets on the 
second Wednesday, June 10, at 
7:00.  Mary Mijal   numerate@earth 
link.net 

The Tribal Gypsy Dance Group will 
be on hiatus for the summer. Donna 
Dauria-Burleigh ddonnadb@aol 
.com 

The Membership Committee meets 
on the first Wednesdays, June 3 
and July 1, at 6:00. Cassey Crouch 
casseyster@gmail.com 

The Men's Group meets on the first 
Thursday, June 4, at 7:00. Location 
will vary.  James Hampton   jjhamp 
ton@windstream.net 

The Program Council meets on the 
first Wednesdays, June 3 and July 
1, at 7:00.   Michael Crouch mich 
ael.crouch46@gmail.com 

The Social Action Committee meets 
on an as-needed basis.  Valerie 
Tolman   davaltolman@gmail.com 

The Women’s Book Club will meet on 
the second Monday, June 8, at 7:00 
at the home of Darlene Thompson.  
Janice Milo   janicemilo@msn.com 

The Worship Committee will meet at 
a time to be announced.   Nancy 
Warren    njwphd@gmail.com 

Ethnic Dining 
Think globally, eat locally!  Let's try Pakistani, at Aga's Restaurant. Join 
your friends from Thoreau for authentic South Asian dishes on Saturday, 
June 20, at 6:30 PM. Aga's is conveniently located at 11842 Wilcrest Dr, 
on the southwest corner of Wilcrest/Murphy Road and the SW Freeway. 
Hosted by Mike McInerney. No RSVP necessary, just come on out and 
have fun!   
 
 

Women’s Book Club 
Janice Milo 
Our next meeting will be on Monday, June 8, at 7:00 PM at the home of 
Darlene Thompson. We’ll be reviewing The Guernsey Literary Potato Peel 
Pie Society by Mary Anne Shaffer and Annie Barrows. As London is 
emerging from the shadow of World War II, writer Juliet Ashton discovers 
her next subject in a book club on Guernsey, a club born as a spur-of-the-
moment alibi after its members are discovered breaking curfew by the 
Germans occupying their island. The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel 
Pie Society boasts a charming, funny, deeply human cast of characters, 
from pig farmers to phrenologists, literature lovers all. 
 

Start getting together your suggestions for our next round of books. We'll 
discuss them in June and make a few selections. 
 
 

CRS 
Janice Milo 
The CRS Women’s group will meet Friday, June 19, at a location to be 
announced. 
 
 

Tribal Gypsy Dance 

Donna Dauria-Burleigh 
The Tribal Gypsy Dance group will not be meeting June-August. Have an 
awesome summer, shake it up, and may all have fun, fun, fun. 
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Happy Days 
                  

  Happy Birthdays in June to: 

     10  Michael Jones 

     11  Alison Quintana 

     12  Marsha Jan 

     14  Tom Huggett 

     17  Harry Johnson 

     28  Kim Andrews 

     30  Andrea Quintana 
 

                         And Happy Anniversaries to: 

 1   Davis and Valerie Tolman 

13  Tony and Tamara Veneruso 

17   Dave and Jan Elias 

23  John Vindekilde and Johanna DeYoung 
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President’s Report 
Alicia Zubay 
At the annual meeting held May 17, I promised to share details of this year’s accomplishments. At the time I submit this 
article we are working to complete and publish the annual report. I would like to share with you some of the highlights of 
this year’s work by the board of trustees: 
 

• We conducted a congregational assessment to clarify issues and address concerns. At the Leadership Retreat in 
June, the congregation and the minister agreed to continue to work together and support each other in the important 
work of building a UU community in Fort Bend County.    

 

• We held a Tune-Up Workshop in August to clarify lay and professional responsibilities, and their interdependence.  
 

• We approved the hiring of a credentialed Masters level Director of Faith Development who could strengthen our Faith 
Development program and recruit, train, and support volunteers.  

 

• We reconstituted the Committee on Ministry, as called for in the assessment conducted before the leadership retreat.  
 

• The Board reached an agreement to remove the liens placed by the contractor on our property and terminate any 
possible future legal claims with or by the contractor and architect.  

 

• Because the energy and the volunteers were not forthcoming in the first half of the year, and in order to alleviate a 
budget deficit, we conducted a successful Service Auction in May.  

 

• We authorized the Way Forward Committee to investigate the viability of issuing “church bonds” and, when that option 
was found to be unworkable, to pursue outside investors to help alleviate the impact of the interest of the Brand Lane 
mortgage on the operating budget.  

 

• We worked from a “living plan” that reduced the budgeted expenses for this year as soon as it became apparent that 
we would develop a deficit due to income shortfalls this year.  

 

• When it became apparent that the cost of ministry would need to be reduced by 50%, and following an invitation by 
Rev. Paul, we appointed a “negotiating team” to explore reaching a new half-time agreement with the minister that 
would bring his ministry at Thoreau to an orderly and dignified completion. 

 

In addition, the congregation made considerable progress toward the goals identified at the leadership retreat and in the 
congregational assessment. A chart showing that progress in detail will be included in the annual report. 
 

This year I learned much and enjoyed the support of many talented and committed leaders and congregants, for which I 
will be always grateful. In turn, I look to the incoming leaders with trust and offer them my total support in their leadership 
roles. Betty Johnson, as past President, has offered her invaluable expertise, energy, dedication, and friendship to me dur-
ing this year.  
 

I want to express my gratitude to each and every member of the board for their support and commitment to this liberal 
religious community in Fort Bend County. Thank you as well to the many members and elders of the congregation who 
graced me with their friendship, advice, concern, and care.  
 

 

Lunch Bunch 
For Sunday's Lunch Bunch on June 14, all are invited to Pier 21.  
The address is near Thoreau, at 12106 Murphy Road (west side of 
Murphy between Airport and Hwy 59). Most of the items on their 
menu are seafood; they also have pasta and chicken, soups and 
salads.  We have the back seating area reserved, and they will 
provide separate checks if you ask when ordering. Check out their 
good reviews at www.b4-u-eat.com. 
 
 

Birthday Bash at Live Oak  

Our next celebration of Thoreau members’ and friends’ birthdays will 
be on Thursday, June 11, at the Live Oak Grill, 12935 Dairy Ashford, 
starting at 5:45 PM. Everyone come! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pride Parade 
Help Needed 

Anyone interested in marching with the UU 
group at the Pride Parade or helping with 
the booth at the Pride Festival on June 27, 
please contact Northwood UU’s Sharon 
Lockridge at sharon_scherer@yahoo.com 
or 936-755-1475. The festival starts at 
11:00 AM and booth sign-up is for one hour 
increments. The parade starts at 8:45 PM.   
 



Program Council Notes 
Excerpted from notes recorded by Michael Crouch 

• Volunteer-of-the-Month for June is Alicia Zubay. 
• At the Special Congregational Meeting, the by-laws 

amendment passed to reduce the number of board 
members from 9 to 7.   

• The Theatre Night on April 16 raised $1400 for our 
scholarship fund. 

• Our Thoreau table at the UU Music Festival on May 2 
earned $111. 

• New chairs and members are needed for the Worship, 
Cares & Concerns, Finance and Publicity committees. 

• A fundraising arrangement with Amazon.com is pend-
ing. 

 
 

Board Meeting Highlights 
Excerpted from the minutes recorded by Ron Masters 

• Joe Sullivan and Bob Warren have met with Leonora 
Montgomery. In order to solicit funding from her and 
from other benefactors, they request that we develop a 
3-5 year plan in the next three weeks. A “new ministry 
model” would provide for membership growth and a 
return to financial self-sufficiency, and would request 
money to cover the cost of the Brand Lane loan, per-
haps also ministerial ser-vices, and include a repay-
ment schedule. The model expects self-sufficiency five 
years after the arrival of a new minister.  

• The leadership retreat is scheduled for June 19-20.   
• The Negotiating Team has provided a proposal to Rev. 

Paul, but not to the Board. A motion that “Any new 
ministerial contract must be approved by the Board” 
passed. We expect that the negotiations will not take a 
very long time.   

• The UUA General Assembly takes place June 24-28 in 
Salt Lake City. A motion that “The Board supports free, 
informed votes by delegates Joe Sullivan, Michael 
Crouch, and Alicia Zubay” passed. 

• Departing Administrator Norma Gonzales has drawn up 
a list of duties. Volunteers need to make appointments 
to debrief her. Financial tasks have been delegated to 
the Treasurer. Darlene Thompson volunteered to han-
dle mail, email and phone messages. We need volun-
teers to type and copy the Orders of Service, maintain 
files, handle the copier contract, and order supplies.   

 
 

SWUUSI Camp August 2-7 
SWUUSI is an annual week-long, multi-generational sum-
mer camp (SWUUSI is the Southwest UU district Summer 
Institute). The camp will be held August 2-7. In years past, 
it has been held at Lake Texoma Resort and at Lake Mur-
ray Resort. This year it’s moving to the Western Hills Guest 
Ranch near Tahlequah, OK.  This year’s  theme is “The 
Way to Peace is Through Us.”  SWUUSI has programming 
for children, youth, young adults, and adults. Every day 
offers a multitude of workshops, worships, events, and 
community time. Visit www.swuuc.org/swuusi/ for more in-
formation. 
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Annual Meeting Highlights 
Excerpted from notes recorded by Michael Crouch 
 

The 2009-10 Board will include: 
President:            Michael Crouch (one-year term) 
Vice President:    Ron Masters (one-year term) 
Secretary:          Dan Druecker (two-year term) 
Treasurer:            John Hefner (2

nd
 year of Dave 

                                                                    Elias’s term)  
                                       At-large Member: James Milo (two-year term) 

At-large Member: Robert Warren (two-year term) 
At-large Member: Darlene Thompson (completing  
                              2

nd
 year) 

 
Members of the Nominating Committee will be: 

Member:    Jan Elias (two-year term) 
Member: Ron Hammons (two-year term) 
Member:  Penny Sullivan (completing 2

nd
 year) 

Member: Janice Milo (completing 2
nd

 year) 
Member: Nancy Warren (completing 2

nd
 year)  

 
The proposed budget for the 2009-10 Fiscal Year 
was approved. It has realistic revenue expectations 
and significant cuts in expenditure, which should re-
store fiscal balance.   
 

  
FY 09-10  
Proposed 
Budget 
Income 

 
FY 09-10 
Proposed 

Budget 
Expense 

        Member Pledges 135,000   
         Fundraisers and  
              other income   15,000   

Minister Comensation                35,750 

              Administrator        1,000 

                           DFD      25,000 

                    Childcare        3,400 

             Choir Director        2,340 

                           Rent      36,000 
   Facilities operations 

Greenbriar      16,200 

   Brand Lane Upkeep        3,000 

                   Programs      10,000 

               Governance        2,340 

      Resource Sharing        6,375 

   Brand Lane Interest        6,500 

    

  150,000   147,905 

 
 

WE CAN DO IT! 
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Musings  
Patti Withers, Director of  
Faith Development, CRE/ML 

 

Thank UU’s to this Year’s 
Faith Development Leaders 

Thoreau UU is blessed by having many adults who have shared their 
time and talents with the Faith Development Program this year. They 
include Faith Development Committee members Donna Dauria-Bur-
leigh (Chair), Paulette Annesley, Clarissa Wu and Denise Zoch.  And 
they include our teachers: 
Chalice Children (PreK-K): Noël Andrews, Michele Mendez and Anna 

Ramshaw 
Moral Tales (Elementary Grades): Rosalia Guerrero-Luera, Johanna 

DeYoung, Richard Miller and Clarissa Wu 
Compass Points (Youth Class): Donna Dauria-Burleigh, Betty John-

son, Don Levit and Joe Sullivan 
 

If you have considered working with our wonderful children or youth 
by joining one of our teaching teams, please contact any FD Commit-
tee member, current teacher, or me to hear program details. 

 
FD Topics for June (all ages) 

6/7 – “Flower Communion” Intergenerational Service, no FD classes, 
nursery open 

6/14, 21, 28 – Danette Schuh will share her knowledge about playing 
the violin.  She will provide the necessary instruments. 

 

Faith Development Com-
mittee Needs New Members 
Donna Dauria-Burleigh, FD Chair 
We have all agreed that it is important to 
have a strong FD program for our kids. They 
are the wave of the future. Patti has been a 
strong leader, but she needs support. We 
need three more people to join the Faith 
Development Committee.  
 

Let me tell you about the commitment: 
• It does not require teaching, in fact 

we’d prefer it if you didn’t teach FD. 
• There is one 1.5 hour meeting per 

month, on the second Wednesday. 
• Three times in the year you would 

cover for the DFD on Sunday (check 
classes, take attendance count). 

• Your opinions and ideas will keep us 
connected to the congregation, for 
those with children and those with-
out. 

 

Please contact: Patti Withers (dfd@tuuc org) 
for more specific information. 

 

School Day Memories 
Kids in Fort Bend and Lamar districts  are out of school starting Thursday June 4, and Houston ISD 
students finished last week. With school on many people’s minds, Joanie Havlick collected the follow-
ing school day memories. 
 

Irv Smith: Jim Jung gave a talk about a large tarantula he had caught and brought to class in a mason jar.  He had a toy   
rubber spider concealed in his hand – and toward the end of his talk he fiddled with the jar top and then this fake spider 
suddenly flew out into a group of girls, who all screamed rewardingly. 
 

Joanie Havlick:  I was a member of the Safety Patrol and I had on my white belt and my little official badge and my big long 
pole to stop traffic.  Before I went to the corner of MLK Blvd to "control" traffic, my boyfriend stole one of my shoes (we 
were in 6th grade).  I had to go on duty without a shoe. One of the teachers noticed and made me tell her where it was and 
who had it. Poor old Wain Hall got swats for that one.  
 

Janice Milo: In the 8th grade, we were lining up to go back to class when one of the boys (who at age13 was over 6 feet 
tall!) put a fake snake on my shoulder. I screamed and the mother superior, who saw what happened, came over and 
actually slugged the kid with her fist!! She had to almost jump up to reach him! 
 

Michael Crouch: In the second grade, I passed a note to this cute girl in my class named Betsy McNabb, asking her if I 
could walk her home and kiss her. Betsy gave the note to the teacher, Mrs. Bennett (who also went to my First Baptist 
Church). To my horror, Mrs. Bennett proceeded to read the note out loud to the class. It's no wonder that I was very shy 
around girls until well into adulthood. 
 

Marjorie Kirby: In the elementary school playground during lunch time, we would get into two lines of children and play 
“Red Rover.”  We dared a child to come over. The line of children held hands and the Rover had to run and break through 
our hands in order to become part of our line.  
 

Alicia Zubay: In 5
th
 grade, Juan Carlos was particularly obnoxious and kept teasing and bullying all the girls. One day when 

I had had all I could tolerate from him, he did one last thing to me (I can't remember what) that prompted me to slap him in 
the face with all I had. Just like in the movies, he bent backwards with the blow, and then when I thought he was turning 
back to me to apologize for what he had done, he swung his fist just as hard back at me instead, sitting me down on my 
chair quite dazed and surprised. Then, he profusely apologized – not for the punch but for the original offense! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Coming Events                                                                   June  2009 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
 
 
 

2 
 
 

3 
 
 
 
6:00 Memb Com 
7:00 Prog Cncl 

4 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Men’s Grp 

5 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
10:00 Adult Disc 
11:15 Service 
Flower Commun 
 GA Forum 

8 
 
 
 
7:00 Women’s 
Bk @ Darlene’s 

9 
 
 
  
 

10 
 
 
 
7:00 Fin Com 
7:00 FD Com 

11 
 
 
 
 5:45 Birthdays 
       @ Live Oak 

12 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
 

14 
10:00 Adult Disc 
11:15 Intergen’l 
           Service 
Lunch Bunch  
@ Pier 21 

15 
 
 

16 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Bd Mtg 

18 
 
 

19 
 
         Leadership 
 
 
6:30 CRS 

20 
 
Retreat 
 
6:30 Ethnic Din 
        @ Aga’s 

21 
10:00 Adult Disc 
11:15 Service & 
           Faith Dev 
Father’s Day Lch 

22 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 

24 25 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 
Newsletter  Ddln 
 

27 
Pride Parade  
 
Campout Wkend 
w/ Bay Area UU 

28 
10:00 Adult Disc 
11:15 Service & 
          Faith Dev 
 

29 
 
 
 
 

30 
  
10:00 Mailout 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
6:00 Memb Com 
7:00 Prog Cncl 

2 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
 
 

4 
 
 

HENRY DAVID THOREAU 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION 
3945-D GREENBRIAR 
STAFFORD, TEXAS  77477-3920 
281-277-8882 
www.TUUC.org 

To be removed from this mailing list, check here and return to the address above.  


